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PASS AGRICULTURE AND STR FROM AGRICULTURAL ATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, FR, EC, ECON 

SUBJECT: EC INCLUSION IN INTERNATIONAL GRAIN CONSULTATIONS 


1 . ON APRIL 25 AGATT MADE COURTESY CALL ON NEW MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE PIERRE MEHAIGNERIE. ALSO PRESENT WERE 
DR. JACQUES BLANC, STATE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE, AND 
MR. CHRISTIAN CARDON, CHEF DU CABINET. 

2. AFTER USUAL EXCHANGE OF COURTESIES, AGMIN MEHAIGNERIE 
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT FRANCE WAS EXCLUDED FROM MEETING 
IN OTTAWA LAST WEEK OF MAJOR WHEAT EXPORTERS. "LE MONDE" 
.MAJOR EVENING NEWSPAPER, REPORTED ON THIS MEETING IN ITS 
WEEKEND EDITION NOTING THAT EC WAS NOT INVITED AND THAT 
THESE FOUR EXPORTING COUNTRIES WERE PERHAPS CONSIDERING 
ESTABLISHMENT OF WHEAT CARTEL. IN ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC 
GUIDANCE, AGATT RESPONDED THAT IT WAS CUSTOMARY FOR US 
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TO CONSULT INFORMALLY WITH THESE COUNTRIES PRIOR TO MEET- 
INGS OF IWA IN LONDON. AGATT ALSO INDICATED THAT US-EC 
CONSULTATIONS WERE HELD LAST WEEK DURING WHICH AGRICUL- 
TURE AND OTHER TRADE ISSUES WERE DISCUSSED. THUS THERE 
WAS NOT ATTEMPT TO EXCLUDE EC FROM AGRICULTURAL POLICY 
DISCUSSIONS. 
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3. DESPITE ASSURANCES TO CONTRARY, AGMIN MEHAIGNERIE 
STILL FELT THAT FRANCE WAS BEING EXCLUDED FROM IMPORTANT 
DISCUSSIONS THAT AFFECT ITS MAJOR INTERESTS. GIVEN THAT 
FRANCE IS SECOND LARGEST EXPORTER OF AGRICULTURAL PRO- 
DUCTS, THIS CONCERN IS LOGICAL. 

4. COMMENT: IN ORDER TO IMPROVE US-EC AGRICULTURAL 
RELATIONS, IN WHICH FRANCE PLAYS KEY ROLE, CLOSER CO- 
ORDINATION AND/OR CONSULTATIONS WITH GOF ON MAJOR 
INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL POLICY ISSUES WOULD SEEM 
TO BE DESIRABLE. OTHERWISE, FRANCE IS FORCED INTO 
DEFENSIVE POSITION, WHICH USUALLY MEANS THEY MUST SUP- 
PORT AN "INDEPENDENT" (I.E. NON AMERICAN) OPTION. IN 

FACT, WE ARE WONDERING WHETHER OR NOT IN FUTURE MEETING 
OF THIS TYPE, WE SHOULD CONSIDER INCLUDING AN EC OR 
EVEN A FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE. 

5. ACTION: PLEASE ADVISE NATURE OF GRAIN DISCUSSIONS 
IN OTTAWA AND PROVIDE PRESS GUIDANCE. 

HARLAN 
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